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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Background

The Borough of Ringwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan was prepared through the New Jersey
Department of Transportation’s (NJDOT) Local Technical Assistance Program for FY2007. The
impetus for Ringwood’s application to NJDOT was their vision to provide safe accommodations for
bicyclists and pedestrians throughout the community and their need to update their Master Plan’s
Circulation Flement. The Ringwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan is intended to serve as the
bicycling and walking portion of the circulation element in the Borough’s Master Plan. In addition,
the recommendations and actions outlined in the Plan can be incorporated into a basic School
Travel Plan for the New Jersey Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program if desired. The Plan also
offers options that can supplement Ringwood’s long-term tourism strategies. The RBA Group of
Parsippany, New Jersey, under a Task Order Agreement with the NJDO'T, was selected to provide
this assistance by developing a comprehensive Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for the Borough.

A Public Planning Process

It was through collaborative public input that the Ringwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan was
developed. Beginning with a Steering Committee comprised of representatives from Ringwood
Borough (Manager, Engineering and Police), Ringwood Environmental Commission, Passaic
County (Planning and Engineering), North Jersey District Water Supply Commission, NJ Highlands
Council, and the New York — New Jersey Trail Conference, the project team, including NJDOT and
The RBA Group, could identify issues and potential solutions to be addressed in the Plan. The
Steering Committee’s role was to guide the planning process and direct the project team towards a
specific vision and options to improve bicycling and walking in Ringwood.

Through qualitative systems evaluation, a public visioning workshop and a broad public information
center, the project team and Steering Committee were able to develop a plan that strives toward
their vision whereby “Ringwood Borough is a community whose residents respect its natural resources, value its
recreational opportunities, are proud of the friendly spirit of its neighborhoods, and are committed to promoting safe
bicycling and walking opportunities for residents and visitors of all ages and abilities.”

Key Areas of Concern

The Borough of Ringwood is located in the northwestern portion of Passaic County, New Jersey; it
is approximately 28 square miles and is entirely within the New Jersey Highlands’ “preservation
area”. Ringwood is home to Ringwood State Park and the Wanaque and Monksville Reservoirs and
is a major eco-tourism destination for activities like hiking, boating and mountain biking. According
to a community survey conducted by the Borough, residents of Ringwood have identified bicycling
paths as their top recreational priority.

Although the impetus of the Plan was to identify a network walking and bicycling options
connecting all of Ringwood’s key destinations, some specific issues stood out as the primary areas of
concern for the community. In particular were utilizing easements and rights-of-way for off-road
shared pathways, crossing regional roadways (especially Skyline Drive), and making the lake
communities more bicycle and pedestrian-friendly without building sidewalks. Other key issues
included traffic speed, environmental sensitive lands and watersheds, and ecotourism.
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Menu of Options

A series of recommendations were provided as options for the Borough of Ringwood to consider
while implementing the Plan. They were categorized into eight groups, each addressing key walking
and bicycling circulation issues. Three concept-level “hot spot” schematics were prepared to expand
on some options, and finally, an action implementation table was developed which identified the
entity responsible for the action, time line and an estimated cost. The eight discussion categories

and menu of options include:

Connections Between the Lakes
e Bike Routes/Wayfinding
e Shared Lane Markings
e Paved Easements/Gated Roads

e Traffic Calming
Crossings

e Skyline Drive Shopping Centers

e Shared Use Path Roadway Crossings
New Facilities (Shatred Use Paths/Sidewalks)

Skyline Drive ROW Shared Use Path
Rail Right-of-Way

Gas Right-of-Way Path

Dufty Road Easement Path
Northgate Easement Path

Skyline Drive Sidewalk

Fountain Drive Sidewalk

Erskine Road Sidewalk

Valley Road Sidewalk

e Margaret King Avenue Sidewalk
Regional Roadways

e Bike Routes/Wayfinding
e Shoulder striping and/or widening

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

One-way Lake Circulation

One-way Auto with Two-way Walk
and Bike

One-way Auto with Two Bike Lanes
One-way Circulation
Shared Lane Markings

Amenities

Bicycle Parking

Benches

Pedestrian Scale Lighting
Kiosks

Trailheads

Public Restrooms

Awareness/Enforcement

Public Awareness Campaign
Increased Traffic Enforcement

Policy/Implementation

Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Task Force

Adopt the Ringwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
Policies and Ordinances

Adopt Design Guidelines

Sidewalk Inventory

Feasibility and Design

Capital Improvement Program

The development of the Ringwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan followed a public planning process
and outlined goals, objectives, and recommendations to fulfill the Borough’s vision. Through
collaborative input by NJDOT, the Steering Committee, RBA and the public, the Plan addresses key
community concerns and presents typical design treatments to enhance bicycle and pedestrian
accessibility. Itis intended that the Plan be adopted as part of the Circulation Element in the
Borough’s Master Plan and that it can be incorporated into a basic SRTS Travel Plan if desired.
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INTRODUCTION

Background

One of the major areas of concern cited in the 1990
Borough of Ringwood Master Plan is the need to
“encourage the best possible design for new
developments, and to protect established neighborhoods
and utilities.” It also addresses the need for walking and
bicycling facilities within the Borough and recommends
that “all major and collector roadways be provided with
such facilities whenever possible.” Although the Master
Plan’s Circulation Element does not include provisions
for bicycling and walking, residents completing the Master
Plan’s community survey voted more bicycling paths as
their top recreational priority.

In keeping with the vision expressed in the Master Plan, and the desire to provide safe
accommodations for bicyclists and pedestrians throughout the community, the Borough applied for
and was granted technical assistance from the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT)
under the Department’s Local Technical Assistance Program for FY2007. The Borough’s objective
is to provide linkages to existing or proposed facilities for bicycling and walking throughout
Ringwood as well as broader connections to neighboring municipalities and throughout the region.
The RBA Group of Parsippany, New Jersey, under a Task Order Agreement with the NJDOT, was
selected to provide this assistance by developing a comprehensive Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for
the Borough.

Purpose

Bicycling and walking, as a means of both personal transportation and recreation, have been growing
in popularity throughout the nation. There is increasing support from government agencies to
promote these means of transportation as a way to enhance public health, air quality and overall
quality of life. In 2005, the federal government’s Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient,
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), monetarily recognized bicycling
and walking as a viable means of transportation by allocating 4.5 billion dollars to programs specific
to bicycling and walking.

In Ringwood Borough, the priority for enhancing bicycle and pedestrian accommodation is to
improve or provide neighborhood connections for residents to schools and businesses as well as
opportunities to experience Ringwood’s local attractions, to not only increase circulation throughout
the Borough but to also stimulate the local economy through foot traffic by residents and visitors
alike. Historically Ringwood’s development has centered on the lake communities. This plan takes a
broader, Borough-wide approach to incorporate all residents of Ringwood to enjoy the benefits of
walking and bicycling throughout the entire community as well as inviting visitors to experience the
same.

The Ringwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan is intended to be adopted as part of the circulation
element in the Borough’s Master Plan. The Plan will serve as the Borough’s “blueprint” for actions
and activities, for transforming the Borough into a bicycle and pedestrian-friendly community,
consistent with its vision. The elements contained in the Plan can also be incorporated into a basic
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School Travel Plan, for the New Jersey Safe Routes to School Program, if desired. The Plan also
offers recommendations that can supplement Ringwood’s long-term tourism strategies noted in the
Sustainable Tourism Opportunities and Strategies in Ringwood Borongh and The Highlands (see Data

Bibliography).

Area Description

The Borough of Ringwood is a
residential suburb (population 12,704)
located in the northwestern portion of
Passaic County that is bordered by New
York State and the New Jersey
municipality of West Milford, Mahwabh,
Bloomingdale, Wanaque and Oakland.
The Borough is located in the region
known as the New Jersey Highlands, a
network of naturally developed rock
formations, woodland, and wildlife that
provides the majority of the region’s
drinking water. The Borough is
ecologically and naturally bountiful as it
is nestled between the Wyanokie and
Ramapo Mountains. It is often
characterized as hilly as elevation levels
within the Borough generally range
between 300 feet to 900 feet above sea
level.

The town boundary (approximately 28.0
square miles) defines the project limits.

Ringwood Borough

0 1.25 25 5
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METHODOLOGY

Planning Process

The development of the Ringwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan was a collaborative process
facilitated by consultant team professionals from The RBA Group working closely with the client
(NJDOT) and key representatives from the Ringwood community.

The first step in the process was to develop a scope of work and to establish a team of local
representatives to steer the project through its development and assist the project consultant team
by serving as a clearinghouse for all information relevant to the plan while also providing the local
perspective. The Steering Committee was comprised of representatives from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation, the Ringwood Borough Engineering and Police Departments, the
Ringwood Environmental Commission, the North Jersey District Water Supply Commission, the
NY-NJ Trail Conference, the Passaic County Planning and Engineering Departments, and the
Bicycle Touring Club of New Jersey.

A Kick-Off meeting was held on July 3, 2008 with the
Steering Committee, review the project scope and
identify local issues and goals. Through a mapping
exercise, the Steering Committee identified key
destinations, opportunities, challenges and amenities for
bicycling and walking within the Borough. A synthesis of
this information set the direction of the project.

The next step was to complete a system evaluation,
utilizing all existing data to establish a baseline of current
bicycle and pedestrian accommodations and activity and
identify opportunities and constraints for future
improvements in Ringwood. The process involved a series of steps and included data collection, a
needs assessment, and a state plan analysis. Collectively, these steps allowed the project consultant team
to develop a comprehensive menu of recommendations aimed at increasing walking and bicycling
within the Borough.

The project consultant team’s data collection efforts included a review and analysis of all existing
relevant reports, resources, mapping, new developments, municipal code and related projects provided
by the Borough, County and the State. Key sources of information used in the development of the
plan included traffic accident and speed survey reports from the Borough’s Police Department, turning
movements and traffic counts at spot locations from the County’s Engineering Department, the
Borough’s Master Plan and Land Use Element and a report on sustainable tourism opportunities within
the Borough. The Data Bibliography found in Appendix L: Data Bibliography summarizes each of the
reports and studies reviewed as part of this effort.

The project consultant team conducted a needs assessment of the Borough’s transportation system by
reviewing the existing conditions and classifying opportunities for improvements. This evaluation and
analysis identified barriers, gaps in connectivity, substandard conditions, and assessed the overall
suitability of the existing infrastructure for bicycling and walking. In addition to the existing on-road
infrastructure, potential off-road links were assessed in terms of their capability to safely accommodate
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bicycle and pedestrian travel throughout the Borough. Figure 1: Existing Conditions, Opportunities
and Constraints Map displays the results of the assessment.

The evaluation process also included analyses to identify where demand currently exists for bicycling
and walking. These analyses were completed utilizing the models, methods and data from the
Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, Phase 2. In addition, segments of regional (county) roadways
were evaluated in terms of suitability of those segments for safe bicycle travel. The technical
memorandum of the analyses can be found in the Appendix G: Bicycle and Pedestrian Demand and
Suitability Technical Memorandum.

The third step in this project was to conduct public
outreach. A public visioning workshop was held on August
6, 2008 to inform the public about the plan and elicit their
input for the development of the plan. Participants
engaged in a dialogue through mapping, visual preference
surveys and a written visioning exercise to develop a vision
and a set of goals for the plan that depicted a desired
future for bicycling and walking in the Borough.

Utilizing the information garnered from the workshop, the
project consultant team prepared a draft vision statement
complete with goals and objectives. These were intended to serve as guiding principles for
Ringwood with respect to addressing the needs of bicycle and pedestrian travel in the community.

Based upon the findings of the prior steps, a list of preliminary recommendations for improved
bicycle and pedestrian facilities was prepared. It included safe walking and bicycling access to the
public schools, the transit station, the downtown area, the post office and recreational facilities.
Recommended improvements include pedestrian accommodations and streetscape enhancements,
bicycle accommodations, and traffic calming. Conceptual plans that address “hotspots” i.e. Skyline
Drive and off-road neighborhood connections were also prepared.

After the completion of the analysis phase and the development of the preliminary draft plan, the
project consultant team hosted a Public Information Center. The purpose of the Information Center
was to present the findings and conceptual improvements in the draft plan to the public and solicit their
input and comments. The information center was conducted in an “open house” format allowing the
public to view a series of “stations” illustrating the key elements of the plan as well as the ability to have
questions answered by the project consultant team or steering committee members.

The last step in developing a comprehensive Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for the Borough of Ringwood
was to incorporate the findings from each preceding task, including the public comment. The
Ringwood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan outlines goals, objectives, and recommendations to fulfill the
Borough’s vision. It also presents typical design treatments that could be implemented to address
identified needs and opportunities. It is intended that the Plan will be adopted as part of the Circulation
Element of the Borough’s Master Plan and that it can be utilized to create a basic Safe Routes to School
Travel Plan if desired. A photo log illustrating all the elements of this project was assembled (See
Appendix B: Photo Log).

A process flow chart illustrating the project methodology is included on the following page.
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PROCESS FLOW CHART

ESTABLISH A STEERING COMMITTEE
Ringwood Borough

Passaic County

North Jersey District Water Supply Commission
NJ Highlands Council

NY-NJ Trail Conference

Steering Committee Input> l

SYSTEM EVALUATION / DATA / NEEDS
Data Collection

Needs Assessment

State Plan Analysis

&

PUBLIC VISIONING WORKSHOP
Public Preferences and Priorities

. 5

Steering Committee Input>

Steering Committee Input>

DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS & DRAFT PLAN

. 5

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER
Steering Committee Input> l
RINGWOOD BIKE/PED PLAN
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